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GOLF AND GOLFERS.

{Hoylake and the Open

Championship.

(By H. H. Hiiton, Ex-Amateur
Champion.)

There was a time when the Hoylake
Links were viewed by many in the ligh
supplying the fineet test for accurate play
in the whole kingdom. Peoplo would say it
by’ be quita true that it is a0t s Jmpwng
ar as picturesque looking s, say, Sandwich
or Préstwick, and, morcover, in & sense, it
Indks the churm of the classie course of St
Andrews; but, on thy other hand, it ealls for
absolutely securate striking of the bn

ing at_the record of the Open Cham-

pionships pllyctl a4 Hoylake in tho past, |

there would w some justification
for this he.lm(, s the lowest total with
whigh tho Open has been won on the
Cheshirg course is 304, or an average of 76
strokes per round; and, again, it was signi-
fieant cn this particalar oecasion thay Tny
Jor won by a margin of cight dlear strokes.
Still, the. scores xeturned at Toylake since
the rabbercored bull came into gone:
use really do not ropresent a true criterion
of the diffienlty of the Hoylake eourse in
comperison _ with tho diffientty of oﬂ:er
cotraes ovar which the Open Championship
bas been played in the past.

‘Why Scores Were High.

In 1907, when Amaud Massy proved suo-
cesafal, the weather was and al-

m.uw-x n m-rwn-;’w

1 nalac
Dy 1 |Mmm
it Stow - ,d-
e wnmn A-.u
Stdden Keanedy. _‘"‘”‘ml’
* Whiat 10 Talk “About.
i

By w5 2

ety P
most wintry; whilst, in 1913, when Taylor
“ Turee.

proved successful, the seeond of the two
days was & truly borrible one for the month
of Juve, as there was au exceedingly strong
wind  blewing, sccompanie Troquent
squalls of rain, and, with the exception of
four or five competitors, the scoring was
very high on that day. The cormhunnl,
nevertheless, both in 1907 and 1913, were
pmhab]v sufficient ‘to add, at lest, six
kes more to the winning seore, and, in
the i many mmpm
iderably more than six strokes.
What New Balls Meant.

With ll this evidence of the past, how-
ever, in regard to the spparent difficulty
of Hoylake-in the matter of scoro play, it
s, nevertheless, during recent times been
rather painfully impressed upon the
nuthoritics at Hoylake that there havo
been signs in eonncetion with club events
which tend to prove that the links is
prohably a little too easy for a test in
which the creem of the pm&amnl world
utuklﬂgm Hoylake, as a test, is

bl)nmm\nnmerum it was in
o days of old; in fact, Bumerous new
bunkers have boen fashioned hero and
‘there, and this should have of nosessity
mdo it more difficult, but the fact is the

kers, with their ingenuity, bave
wvsd to put the old eourse “‘under.””

The present-day make of ball s, without
doubt, u longer traveller than smy ball
we have ever had on the market. How

much it travols is a matter  of
n]nnmrn, but probubly, on the average,
fitteen yards, and
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the lay out of the old time links.
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