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| Golf
! NEW NORTHERN
J CHAMPIONS

By a Special Correspondent
The Northern Counties golf champion-
ship thanged hands at Mere on Saturday

when Northumberland won it with a
‘total of-925. Much more impartant is
that they qualified for the finals of the
English championship, which was won
last year by Staffordshire. Yorkshire,
who have been more successful in the
North during the previous two seasons,
finished a long way behind among the
six counties who competed.

There were eight strokes between
Northumberiand and the runners-up,. Cum-
berland and Westmorland at the end gf
the two rounds. Mid-way Northumberland
were three shots behind Camberland and
Westmorland. the then leaders, with both
Cheshire and Lancashire still in the hunt
as well. However. only Northumberland
were abte tt take advantage of the fairer
weather in the afternoon and they showed
an imorovement of thirteen shots. The
main architects of the side's victory were
A Thirlwell. J K. Tate, and J Hayes
Thiriwell's 72 was by f{ar the best of
the mormmng rounds and he confirmed
ms supremacy later with a 71 Only D
Rawlinson i(Lancashire! and. G. R DiXon
(Durham) both of whom had a 72 after
lunch made anv effort to cnallange him
successfully

It must have beep of some enooutage,»
men! to the three England selectors. wha
were there, to see Thirlwell hitting the ball
so admirably Apart from isolaled cases
Lhev could not have been umpréssed by the
day’s golf. D. M Marsh (Lancashire) who
got his place in the England team- lasi
vear had two reasonably steady rounds of
76 and 75 and was oply one stroke behind
Rawlinson at the end. Yet like a good
many he found Mere's powerful finish a
strain on his attempis to achieve greater
eeanomy,

Cheshire on their own soil were also
disappointing, J.'T. Lambie was the only
gne of the side who scored consistently
M J. Pearson In an effort 1o make nmends
for his 80 in the morning hod anunhaq?
and unfortunate fourth hole Iater. Is
bail-was so deeply embedded jn.the sand
that he could not play if. The horror of
a nine was the result ang it says much for
ms stability that he got round fa T.
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